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DELAWARE RIVER, 
REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, Kc. 


Executive Department, 
February 7, 1835, 
To the General Assembly 
of the State of New Jersey:— 


I have the honour to transmit to you the Report of 
the Commissioners appointed under the Joint Resolu- 
tion of 17th January, 1833, for purposes therein men- 
tioned; and, also, an agreement made and concluded, 
on the 22d day of November last, between the said 
Commissioners, and the like number of Commissioners 
appointed by the Executive of Pennsylvania, under a 
similar Resolution adopted by the Legislature of that 
State; together with sundry documents referred to in 
said Report. . P. D. VROOM. 


To His Excellency, Peter D. Vroom, Esq. Governor of 
the State of New Jensey:— 


The undersigned Commissioners, appointed in pur- 
suance of a Joint Resolution of the Council and General 
Assembly of the State of New Jersey, passed the 17th 
of January, 1853, ** to meet Commissioners on the part 
of the State of Pennsylvania, to view a certain Dam in 
the River Delaware, at Well’s Falls, as well as any oth- | 
er obstructions in said River, authorized by either State, 


PHILADELPHIA, AUGUST 22, 1835. 
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By the war of the Revolution, and the Treaty of 
Peace, between the United States and Great Britain, 
the States of Pennsylvania and New Jersey acquired a 
property in the waters of the Delaware equally—that 
1s, each State to the channel in the tide, and to the mid- 
die of the river in the stream, on its own side. The 
agreements between the two States of 26th April, 1783, 
and 2d December, 1785, as to the jurisdiction and the 
partition of the Islands, in that river,recognize this prin- 
cipal, and are bottomed on it. Those agreements 
touch not the property of each State, within its own 
territory, but leave it to the rules established in such 
cases by the law of nations. By that law, where no 
compact interferes, the property of each State, to the 
middle of the river in the stream, is as absolute as the 
subject matter permits; and to the shores and ground 
covered with water within those limits, the property of 
each state, is as perfect and unlimited as to other parts 
of its territory. The agreements referred to, amount 
to a partition, and each holds its own in severalty, fully 
and entirely independent of each other, leaving the wa» 
ters of the river, which were incapable of division, ‘to be 
enjoyed in common. The right to property in the waters 
of a river, can only exist for appropriate purposes: 
among which are navigation and transit; and, therefore, 
the rights of navigation and passage on the entire river 
between the two States, would have remained in com- 
mon to the citizens of both States, independent of any 




















or the citizens thereof, and ascertain the facts, and | agreement—and the right to the use of the waters, for 
make report thereof, to the Governors of the respective | public improvements, is subordinate to the paramount 
States,” and, ‘also, to report how the said obstructions | right of navigation, and limited by that alone, if it can 
may be obviated, having a due regard to a safe and \be enjoyed without the erection of obstructions in the 
convenient navigation of the River, and the use of the ‘river itself. The limitations upon the rights of property 
waters thereof, for actual or contemplated improve- | ina river between two coterminous States, by the law 








ments, without injury to the said navigation,” respect- 
fully report: — 

That they entered upon the trust assigned to them, 
with an anxious desire to obtain all the information ne- 
cessary to enzble them to discharge it, as well with | 





of nations, depend upon that great principle of natural 
justice, that each must so use its own right, as not to 
destroy, or materially injure, the right of the other.— 
The undersigned, therefore, considered it as a settled 
principle of the law of nations, which was not affected 


understanding and fidelity to the iaterests of the State | or impaired by the agreements between the two States, 


of New Jersey, as those liberal principles of comity 
which ought to mark the intercourse of sistet States, 
bound together, by the Federal compact, and commu- 
nity of interests. It could not escape the.attention of 
the undersigned, that the State of Pennsylvania had 
constructed a Canal, in her own territory, from Easton 
to Bristol, called, ‘the Delaware Division of the Penn- 
sylvania canal,’which is supplied by the waters of the Le- 
high, one of the principal tributaries of the Delaware. To 
supply that canal, Pennsylvania had, without the con- 
sent of New Jersey, and before she had exercised a 
similar right, constructed a Dam at the mouth of the 
Lehigh, which almost entirely diverts the waters of that 
stream (fhe greatest which rises in the State of Penn- 
sylvania, and runs into the Delaware, ) from its natural 
course, before it reaches its destination in its natural 
flow and channel. The undersigned considered that 
the law of nations, had settled the principle, that where 
two independent States have an equal property ina 
river which lies between them, neither has any more 
right to divert the waters of a tributary stream of that 
river, from its natural course, before it reaches its des- 
tination, than to divert the waters of the river itself. 
Vou, XVI. 15 
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that each might use the waters of the Delaware, for 
public improvements authorized by either, provided 
that the navigation and right of passage was not thereby 
injured or interrupted. The undersigned believed that 
Pennsylvania acted upon this principle in authorizing a 
Dam upon the Lehigh, which diverts the whole of that 
important tributary of the Delaware from its natural 
course, to supply with water that great public improve- 
ment, the Delaware Division of the Pennsylvania Canal, 
without the consent of New Jersey, and without asking 
its permission. Upon any other-principle, ‘that erection 
could not be justified. a 

It appeared to the undersigned, that it was a bad rule 
that would not work alike on all; and that it would be 
unjust to the great and patriotic State of Pennsylvania, 
to suppose that she would adopt a rule, which she would 
deny to her co-proprietors of the watérs of the’ Dela- 
ware. New Jersey. had but followed out the rulé’estab- 
lished and recognized by the State of Pennsylvania, 
when afterwards she, by law, authorised the Delaware 
and Raritan Canal Company to supply that great public 
improvement made under her sanction, with water'from 
the Delaware. The admirable location of that’ Canal 
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and its Feeder, enabled it to obtain that supply, without 
any dam, or obstruction to the navigation, or the right 
of passage upon the river. If any violalation of the 
compact, or of the law of nations, was to be discovered 
in these acts uf the two States, they were in equal fault, 
and the first fault had been committed by the State of 
Pennsylvania; and the undersigned did not conceive 
themselves authorized to review the solemn acts of in- 
dependent States in these respects; the more especially 
as neither of them were known to have injured ‘the 
safe and convenient navigation of the said river;” and 
they have therefore referred to them merely for the 
purpose of illustration. 

The undersigned, under this belief, directed their at- 
tention to the specific object of their commission, ‘to 
view,” in conjunction with the Commissioners on the 

art of Pennsylvania, ‘a certain Dam in the river De- 

ware, at Wells’ Falls, as well as any other obstructions 
in the said river, authorized by either State, or the citi- 
zens thereof,” and “ascertain the facts.’”” 

The joint Commissioners first met at New Hope in 
September last. All the Commissioners on the part of 
Pennsylvania, and one of the Commissioners on the part 
of this State attended, and after several days spent ina 
eareful examination of that Dam, as well as the mouth 
of the Feeder of the Delaware and Raritan Canal, and 
the river adjacent, adjourned to meet at Trenton. At 
the time appointed, all the Commissioners met, and 
after viewing the erections at Scudders’ Falls, the head 
ef the “Trenton Delaware Falls Company's” works, 
which were the only other ‘obstructions in the said 
river, authorized by either State, or the citizens there- 
of,” known to exist, adjourned to meet in Philadeiphia. 
In the interim, the other Commissioners on the part of 
this State, viewed the Dam at Wells’ Falls, and also ex- 
amined the mouth of the Feeder of the Delaware and 
Raritan Canal, and the river adjacent—and the under- 
signed, under the authority of a Resolution of the Le- 
gislature of this State, for the purpose, employed the 
assistance of Edwin A. Douglass, a competent and 
skilful Engineer, whose Report is herewith submitted. * 

They found on this examination, that the Dam at 
Well’s Falls, had been constructed for the purpose of 
supplying the Delaware section of the Pennsylvania 
canal with water, from New Hope to Bristol]. It was 
ebvious, that from some error in the location of that 
canal, or some other cause, the whole Lehigh river, 
which had been thus diverted from its natural course, 
for the purpose of supplying that canal with water, un- 
der the authority of Pennsylvania, was insufficient for 
the purpose; and that it was necessary, at that or some 
adjacent point, to derive an additional supply of water 
from the Delaware. Without such supply, that noble 
public improvement, would fail to answer the purposes 
of its creation. Still, however, that Dam wasconfessedly 
an injury to the navigation, and an obstruction to its 
“safe and convenient” use. Upon this subject, the un- 
dersigned believe that there was no diversity of opinion, 
and there could be none. In their opinion, it could be 
wholly obviated, only by its removal. This would leave 
the Pennsylvania Canal exposed to destruction, unless 
a sufficient supply of water from the Delaware, could 
be obtained, in some other mode. The only other mode 
of supplying that canal, which was suggested by the 
Engineers, was by 4 dam at New Hope, ora Wing Dam 
at Cutbush’s Island, above the head of the Feeder of 
the Delaware and Raritan canal. The latter mode 
_. would have been preferred by the uudersigned, inas- 
much asit would, by means of the deep water at Black’s 
eddy, afford great and pre-eminent facilities for a con- 
nection between those channels—a connection, which 
it appeared to them, the interest of the upper section 
of the Delaware, and particularly the coal trade of 
Pennsylvania, would, at no distant day, require. Either 
mode, however, would make a dam in the river Dela- 
ware indispensable; and such dam could not be made, 


*See this Report vol. xv. p. 22, of Reg. 


consistently with the law of nations, or the spirit of the 
compact of 1783, without the consent of New Jersey.— 
If * the use of the waters” of the Delaware, for the 
**actual improvements” already made by Pennsylvania, 
in the construction of her canal, could be obtained by 
means of the Wing Dam at Cutbush’s Istand, it was the 
cpinion of the undersigned, that the same could be 
made ‘‘ without injury to the navigation,” or * its safe 
and convenient” enjoyment. This, however, was a 
question, which the undersigned did not think them- 
selves called upon, or at liberty to decide, provided 
another mode of obviating the obstruction at Wells 
Falls, was desired by the Commissioners on the part of 
Pennsylvania. It could not be expected, that the State 
of Pennsylvania would abandon the use of her canal, 
upon which she had expended such large sums, and 
which promised such useful and beneficial results— 
whilst the river Delaware was bearing its waters to the 
ocean, amid shoals and rifts, which rendered it useless: 
for the purposes of navigation, for the greater part of 
the year. The undersigned, also considered it due to 
the principles of comity, and the friendly relations exist- 
ing between the two States, as well as to the character 
of New Jersey, that she should assent to.such mode of 
supplying the Delaware division. of the Pennsylvania 
canal, with an additional quantity of water from the 
Delaware—as the Commissioners of that State should 
prefer, provided it did not injure the navigation. Al- 
though the right to the use of the waters of the Dela- 
ware, for navigation and passage, belonged to the 
citizens of both States, the Legislatures of both had 
previously exercised the right, of making such improve- 
ments, for its more safe and convenient enjoyment, as 
they in their wisdom had deemed proper, and most for 
the general good. The undersigned did not deem 
themselves at liberty to counteract the Legislation of 
the two States—and they were willing to assent to the 
taking of the waters at cither or both the points desig- 
nated, for the use of the actual improvements made by 
Pennsylyania—provided it could be done withoutinjury 
to the navigation. 

The Commissioners on the part of Pennsylvania, se- 
lected New Hope, as the most advantageous point, at 
which to supply the Delaware section of the Pennsyl- 
vania canal, with such additional quantity of water from 
the Delaware, as was necessary for the purposes of that 
canal. For the reasons before stated, as well as those 
hereafter stated, the undersigned agreed to that selec- 
tion, and for the purpose, as well of enabling Pennsyl- 
vania to obtain that supply, as. of obviating the obstruc- 
tion placed in the Delaware, under that authority; they, 
on the 22d November, 1834, with James Buchanan, 
Joseph Burke, and Roberts Vaux, Esqrs. signed the 
agreement, which they have the honor of submitting 
herewith for legislative wisdom to adopt or reject.* 

It will be perceived that this agreement authorizes 
the erection of a dam by Pennsylvania, at her own ex- 
pense, at Well’s Falls. This damis not necessary for 
any actual or contemplated improvements of New Jer- 
sey. Itis solely for the benefit and advantage of the 
State of Pennsylvania, and made necessary by the inju- 
dicious or unskilful location of her canal. It seemed 
right therefore, that it should be made at her own ex- 
pense; and if, hereafter, it should become auxiliary to 
a connexion between the public improvements of the 
two States, the Delaware and Raritan Canal Company 
must ineur the expense of that connexion. The under- 
signed did not feel themselves authorized to insist upoa 
any provision for such connexion, inasmuch as no such 
power was given to them, and because they conceived 
that it might safely be reserved to the interests of those 
great works, and to time, to effect it, ifthe public good 
should require it.. They thought it might properly be 
left tothe legislative wisdom of the two States, and the 
action of public opinien, to produce such connexion, if 
necessary, although they entertain a decided conviction, 


"See Reg. vol. xv. p. 2. 
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that it would be mutually beneficial to both States, — 
When that connexion is thus demanded, they have no 
doubt, frem the known liberality and expanded views, 
which have hitherto governed the conduct of the Dela- 
ware and Raritan Canal Company, that they will afford 
all proper facilities for the purpose. 


In the provisions contained in the agreement herewith 
submitted, will be found the opinion of the undersigned, 
as to the best mode of obviating the obstruction of the 
dam at Well’s Falls, having a due regard to the safe and 
convenient navigation of the river, and the use of the 
waters thereof fur the “actual improvements” made by 
Pennsylvania, ‘‘ without injury to the navigation,” as 
the preservation of the Fisheries on its shores. 


And first as to the navigation. Well’s Falls have hith- 
erto presented more impedim<nts to the natural navi. 
gation, than any other portion of the river between 
Easton and Trenton, These consist of natural obsta- 
cles, which render the navigation at that point, not only 
expensive, but hazardous—and the dam now existing 
under the authority of Pennsylvania, and for her sole 
use, has greatly increased them. From the opinions of 
engineers and experienced watermen, as well as from 
our own observation, a dam and sluice, as proviced for 
in the agreement, would have the effect of improving 
the navigation, and at the same time obviating the 
natural obstacles there existing, without reference to 
the use intended to be made of it by the Pennsylvania 
canal, Those obstacles are such as will, in a short time, 
if the river is left in its present state, or returned to that 
in which it was before the erection of the existing dam, 
force the descending, as well as the ascending naviga- 
tion into the canals on the Pennsylvania or New Jersey 
side of the Delaware. The ascending natural naviga- 
tion or river trade, as it is called, previous to the con- 
struction of those canals, was conducted principally by 





. Durham boats. They are gradually disappearing; and 


if the canals prove, as no doubt they will, more safe, 
commodious, speedy and economical, the natural navi- 
= will be abandoned altogether, except in time of 
reshets, In freshets, the Delaware pours it waters into 
the ocean in great abundance, and rises to a height, 
above that of the contemplated dam, sufficient to enable 
the rafts and floats to reach their markets; leaving, 
when it subsides, considerable natural obstacles to the 
navigation, which can only be overcome by the aid of 
art, and such improvements as scicnce will afford. At 
all times, the natural channel, used by rafts and Dur- 
ham boats, is confined by two rocks, on each side, at 
the distance of about sixty feet, which is to be left open, 
and threugh which the descending navigation must 
pass, except in times of such freshets, as will carry them 
safely overthe dam. The pool formed by the dam, and 
the length of the sluice will enable the descending na- 
vigation to pass safely, between the ledge of rocks now 
existing; and the breadth of the channel, remains as it 
was befure. The pool which will be formed, at the 
head of the dam, must necessarily check the velocity of 
the descending craft, and enable them to pass through 
that channel, with more certainty and greater safety. If 
the dam is constructed, in the manner provided for in 
the agreement, (and the undersigned cannot doubt that 
it will be) they are of opinion, that it will afford a more 
srfe and ccnvenient navigation, than that now existing. 
The experience already had, of the effects of such dams 
and sluices in other rivers, ought to remove the fears of 
those who are ever ready to apprel:end danger from 
every untried improvement. If the lessons of experi- 
ence are to be disregarded—if we are to submit to the 
evils that we know, because they can only be removed 
by alterations, Wells’ Falls must forever be doomed to 
remain the terror of the enterprising, hardy and meri- 
torious watermen, or be strewed with the wrecks of 
their property. 

As to the ascending navigation, at all times difficult 
and dangerous, facilities are provided by the proposed 
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agreement, to take it into the Pennsylvania canal, below 
the falls, by two wooden locks, at the mouth of Neely’s 
Creek, and pass it into the dam above the falls, throu 
the guard locks, free of toll. It will at once be perceiv- 
ed, that this gives that navigation superior facilities, 
more safety and less labor than now attends it. . 


The right of the two States to impreve the naviga- 
tion, by dam, or in such manner as Legislative wisdom 
shall devise or sanction, cannot be seriously questioned, 
and this agreement has no existence until such sanc- 
tion, 


As to the fisheries, the undersigded beg leave to ob» 
serve, that the great mass of the shad pass up the rivers 
when it is at such a height, as to glide over the dam 
without a ripple; and when the freshets have subsided, 
they have an opening of sixty feet, through which to 
ascend. Itis a fact universally known, that shad gene- 
rally pursue their upward course through the most 
rapid water, From their known habits, it can*hacdly 
be doubted, that if this sluice was made in the river, in 
its present state, their instinct would lead them to as- 
cend its course. On this point, too, we have the 
lessons of experience in other rivers, which, if the same 
causes produce the same effects, leave nothing for the 
most timid to apprehead, 


Upon the subject of the height of the dam, the only 
object of the Commissioners of both States, was to se- 
cure to the Pennsylvania canal, a sufficient supply of 
water, without endangering the natural navigation, by 
unnecessary erections. If the calculations of Engineers 
should prove erroneous, the undersigned cannot doybt 
the disposition of either State, so to medify the a 
ment, as to answer the end designed. it was believed, 
that a greater height would alarm fears, which are al- 
ways sensitive and easily excited, in respect to what 
many consider as an experiment. 


The agreement stipulates, that either State may take 
as much water from the Delaware, as may be necessary 
to supply their canals, for the purposes of navigation.— 
The undersigned did not conceive that they were at 
liberty to make any other stipulation upon that subject 
—leaving the Legislatures of the two States unfettered, 
as to what strictly pertains to their territorial jurisdic- 
tion, and appropriate Legislation. The agreement 
does not restrict further Legislation in that respect. 


The undersigned, in the. execution of their trust, 
viewed the obstructions said to exist at Scudder’s Falls, 
at the head of the Trenton Falls Company’s works.— 
They were of opinion, that those obstructions had been, 
in a great degree, obviated; and that Company prompt- 
ly undertook to obviate them altogether, as will appear 
by a certified copy of their minutes, herewith submitted. 
The obstructions, if any remain, can be obviated with- 
out difficulty, and at very little expense; and the under- 
signed felt themselves, under these circumstances, 
authorized to stipulate that they shall be removed, — 
It was conceived, that this State would not hesitate to 
assume the responsibility of removing obstructions, 
which were made under color of their act; and that the 
had the means to coerce a Company which wes their 
creature, and subject to their will, todo sc, Interest, 
as well as duty, will prompt that Company, to fulfil an 
engagement, every way so advantageous to them. 


The other provisions in the agreement, need no ex- 
planation. 


The undersigned did not deem it consistent with their 
respect for the distinguished body from whom they de- 
rived their authority, to insert at clause in respect to 
the consent of Congress to the said agreement. Nothing 
was said in respect to such consent, in the reso- 
lutions delegating their authority, and it would have 
been presumptuous in the Commissioners to under- 
take to instruct the Legislatures of independent 
States, acting under the Federal compact. Any pro- 
vision, in respect to the consent of Congress to 
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this agreement, must emanate from the State Sovereign- Delaware will not be suffered to waste its waters in the 
ties, and them alone. Should the agreement be ratified, | ocean, without contributing to the wants, the conveni- 
such ratification may be made to depend upon the ob- | ence, and the happiness of the inhabitants of the terri- 
taitfing the previous consent of Congress, if such con- | tory through which it flows. 
sent is deemed necessary to give it constitutional sanc- In submitting the agreement herewith presented to 
tion. the Legislature for their adoption, or rejection, the un- 
dersigned would do injustice to their feelings, if they 
omitted to render their tribute to the frank and friendly 
disposition manifested by the Commissioners on the 
Sle has not violated either the letter or “spirit of the | Ptt of Pennsylvania. ‘Their conduct throughout the 
eompact of 1783. She has authorized no dams, or | P¢souation, was characterised by that zealous regard 
ether obstructions, in the river Delaware injurious to for the interests of their State, and earnest devotion to 
the navigation, and none such are necessary to enable the objects of their trust, which might be expected 
her to use the waters of the Delaware for ‘actual or | rom their high characters. 


contemplated improvements.” She bas used the wa- In conclusion, the undersigned venture to suggest to 
ters of the Delaware for her ‘‘ actual improvements,” | the Legislature the propriety of suspending any action 
as she was authorized to do by the law of nations, with- | upon this agreement, until it be known whether the 
out injuring the navigation, and without destroying or | State of Pennsylvania, (whose interest is principally in- 
materially mjuring the right of the State of Pennsylva- | volved in its ratification) shall first determine to confirm 
nia. Im so doing, she only followed the example of | or reject it. In the meantime, the State of New Jersey 
Pennsylvania, which, before any water was taken from | may safely rest her rights under the protection of the 


the Delaware, under the authority of New Jersey, had | Law of Nations, as understood and acted upon by 
not ohly abstracted the whole waters of the great tribu- | Pennsylvania. 


tary of the Delaware at Easton, (a much larger quantity 
than all that will ever be required by New Jersey) but 
had, also, drawn from the Delaware, at New Hope, an 
additional quantity sufficient to supply her canal from 
that place to Bristol. Pennsylvania had not only done 
this, but a dam was erected in the river for that pur- 
pose, under her authority, and for her sole use, without 
ing or obtaining the consent of New Jersey; which | 
dam, as well as that at Easton, on the Lehigh, is an ac- | 
knowledged obstruction to the natural navigation of 
those rivers. Still, however, the supply of water drawn 
from the Delaware, is inadequate tor the purposes of | fm 
her canal; and the undersigned conceived, that, if the 
ravigation was not seriously injured, New Jersey, has 
always adopted the rule, of doing ‘‘as she would that 
others should do unto her,” in her intercourse with her 
sister States, would give her consent to her doing so.— 
New, Jersey, in taking the waters of the Delaware, for 
**actual improvements,” exercised only a right recog- 


If the agreement should not be ratified, it is not con- 
ecived by the undersigned, that the rights and interests 
of the State of New Jersey can be impaired or affected. 


‘Trenton, February 2, 1835, 


GARRET D. WALL, 
JN. M. SHERRERD, 
P. Il. STRYKER. 


From the Commercial List. 


STATEMENT OF FOREIGN SUGARS, 


ported into the Port of Philadelphia, in 1834, ‘and 
part of 1835. 
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Hogsheads. 


nized hy the law of nations, as understood and practised 


by Pennsylvania herself. She had no fasors to ask of peddalegtiontssoo os Ar cad 


Pennsylvania. The right to take the waters of the De- 
Jaware for her ‘‘ actual improvements,” is not derived 
from this agreement, but existed prior to it; and the 
agreement is declaratory merely, and recognizes the ex- 
istence of the right, and is subject to the limitation that 
it does not seriously injure the navigation. If, however, 
as it was wrong, Pennsylvania cannot complain until 
she returns the tributary waters of the river to their na- 
‘tural destination, and ceases to use the waters of the 
Delaware for her improvements, The erection of dams 
in the bed of the river, which, in themselves, amount 
to an obstruction to the navigation, stands upon d ffer- 
ent principles. 


The undersigned were perfectly aware, tbat, in en- 
tering into this agreement, they yielded much to the 
interests and necessities of Pennsylvania; and they in- 
tended to do so. They did not even confine themselves 
to the mere principle of reciprocity—but they endea- 
voured to guard the rights of navigation and fishery— 
and they have greatly erred if they have not so done. 
It does not become Independent States, in their agree- 
ments, as to their common or relative rights, to deal 
Upon narrow or sectional principles. It appeared to 
the undersigned, that whatever would best conduce to 
the benefit of the “Improvements” of the two States, 

would ultimately promote the interest of both; and that 
fture generations would reap the fruits ofa liberal and 


‘expanded policy mutually adopted in relation to the 


waters of the Delaware. The strong action of public 

» will break the fetters forged by local rivalry or 
‘sectional jealousy, and leaping the barriers of a river, 
‘scatter its blessings with an equal hand. 
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The total gross weight of Foreign Sugars imported 
into this Port during the year 1854, was 7157 tons, 13 
cwt.Oqr. 11 lbs, Exported to Foreign Ports during 
the same period, 477 boxes, 1125 bbls, 2578 bags, and 
78 hhds, weigeing S74 tons, 10 cwt. 0 qr. 8 tbs. 
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THE FIRST STEAMBOAT IN THE WEST. 
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From Latrobe’s Rambles in N. America. 
FIRST STEAMBOAT IN THE WEST. 


Circumstances gave me the opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with the particulars of the very first voyage 
ofasteamer in the west. The complete success at- 
tending the experiments in steam navigation made on 
the Hudson and adjoining waters, previous to the year 
1809, turned the attention of the principal projectors 
to the idea of its application on the western rivers; and 
in the month of April of that year, Mr. Roosevelt, of 
New York, pursuant to an arrangement with Chancel- 
lor Livingston and Mr. Fulton, visited those rivers, 
with the purpose of forming an opinion whether they 
admitted of steam navigation or not, At this time, two 
boats, the North river, and the Clermont, were running 
on the Iludson. Mr. R. surveyed the rivers from Pitts. 
burg to New Orleans, and as his report was favorable, 
it was decided to build a boat at the former town.— 
This was done under his directions, and in the course 


in the course of the preceding day, and perceived th 


shores shake—insisting that they had repeatedly felt the 
earth tremble. 


Hitherto nothing extraordinary had been perceived. 


The following day they pursued their monotonous voy- 


age in those vast solitudes. The weather was observ- 
ed to be oppressively hot; the air misty, still, and dull; 
and though the sun was visible, like a glowing ball of 
copper, his rays hardly shed more than a mournful 
twilight on the surface of the water, Evening drew 
nigh, and with it some indications of what was passing 
around them became evident, And as they sat on the 
deck, they ever and anon heard ‘a rushing sound and 
violent splash, and saw large portions of the shore 
tearing away from the land and falling into the river. — 
It was, as my informant said, ‘‘ an awful day; so still 
that you could have heard a pin drop on the deck.” They 
spoke little, for every one on board appeared thunder 
struck. The comet had disappeared about this time, 
which circumstance was noticed with awe by the 


of 1811, the first boat was launched on the waters of | “©: 


the Ohio. 
tended to ply between Natchez, in the state of Missis- 
sippi, and the city whose name it bore. In October it 
left Pittsburg for its experimental voyage. On this occa- 
sion no freight or passengers were taken,the object being 
merely to bring the boat to her station. Mr. R.,his young 
wife and family, Mr. Baker,the engineer, Andrew Jack, 
the pilot, and six hands, with a few domestics, formed 
her whole burden. There were no wood yards at that 
time, and constant delays were unavoidable. 
related, Mr. R_ had gone down the river to reconnoitre, 
he had discovered two beds of coal, about 120 miles 


below the rapids, at Louisville, and now took tools to | place of shelter. “They ha 


It was called the ‘* New Orleans,” and in- | 


The second day after their leaving the Yellow Banks, 
the sun rose over the forests, the same dim ball of 
fire, and the air was thick, dull, and oppressive, as be- 
fore. The portentous signs of this terrible natural con- 
vulsion continued and increased. The pilot, alarmed 
and confused, affirmed that he was lost, as he found 
the channel every where altered; and where he had 
hitherio known deep water, there lay numberless trees 
with their roots upward. The trees were seen Wavin 


When, as | and nodding on the bank, without a wind; but the ad- 


venturers had no choice but to continue their route.— 
Toward evening they foundgthemselves at a loss for a 
d usually brought to under 


work them, intending to load the vessel with the coal, | the shore, but every where they saw the high banks 
and to employ it as fuel, instead of constantly detaining | disappearing, overwhelming many a flat boat and raft 


the buat while wood was procured from the banks. 


Late at night on the fourth day after quitting Pitts. 


burg, they arrived in safety at Louisville, having been 
but seventy hours descending upwards of seven hun- 
dred miles. ‘Ihe novel appearance of the vessel, and 


from which the owners had landed and made their 
escape. A large island in mid channel, which was se- 
lected by the pilot as a better alternative, was sought 
for in vain, having disappeared entirely, Thus in 
doubt and terror, they proceeded hour after hour till 


the fearful rapidity with which it made its passage Over | dark, when they found a small island, and rounded to, 


the broad reaches of the river, excited a mixture of 


terror and surprise among many of the settlers on the 
banks, whom the rumour of such an invention had ne- 
ver reached; and it is related that on the unexpected 
arrival of the boat before Louisville, in the course of a 
fine, still moonlight night, the extraordinary sound 





mooring themselves to the foot of it. Here they lay, 
keeping watch on deck during the Jong autumnal 
night: listening to the sound of the waters which 
roared and gurgled horribly around them, and hearing 
from time to time the rushing earth slide from the 
shore, and the commotion as the faliing mass of earth 


which filled the air as the pent up steam was permitted | and trees was swallowed up by the river. The lady of 


to escape from thie valves on rounding to, preduced a 
general alarm, and multitudes in the town rose from 
their beds to ascertain the cause. I have heard that the 


the party, a delicate female, was frequently awakened 
| from her restless slumbers, by the jar given to the fur- 
niture and loose articles in the cabin, as several times in 






































eneral’ impression amone’ the good Kentuckians | the course of the night the shock of the passing earth- 
that the comet had fallen into the Ohio; but this | Wake was communicated from the island to the bow of 
does not rest upon the same foundation as the other | the vessel. It wasa long night, but morning dawned 
facts, which I lay before you, and which I may at once | and showed them that they were near the mouth of the 
say, Ehad directly from the lips of the parties them- | Ohio. 7 he shores and the channel were now a 
selves. ‘The small depth of water in the rapids pre- | UArecognized, for every thing seemed changed. About 
vented the boat from pursuing her voyage immediate- | 290n that day they reached the small town of New Madrid 
ly, and during the consequent detention of three weeks | ©" the right bank of the Mississippi. Here they fonnd the 
in the upper part of the Ohio, several trips were suc- inhabitants in the greatest distress and consternation; 
cessfully made between Louisville and Cincinnati. In part of the population had fled in terror to the higher 
fine, the waters rose, andin tire course of the last week grounds, others prayed to be taken on board, as the 
in November, the voyage was resumed, the depth of earth was opening in fissures on every side, and their 
water barely admitting their passage. houses hourly falling around them, 


When they arrived about five miles above the Yel- | , Proceeding from thence, they found the Mississip- 
low Banks, they moored the boat opposite to the first | P's at all times a fearful stream, now unusually swollen, 
vein of coal, which was on the Indiana side, and had | turbid, and full of trees; and after many days of great 
been purchased in the interim, of the state government, | danger, though they felt and perceived no more of the 
They found a large quantity already quarried to their earthquakes, they reached their destination at Blat- 
hand, and conveyed to the shore, by depredators who chez, at the close of the first week in January, 1812, to 
had not found means to carry it off, and with this they the great astonishment of all, the escape of the boa 
commenced loading the boat. While thus engaged, | having been considered an impossibility. , 
our voyagers ‘were accosted in great alarm by the | At that time you floated for three or four hundred 
squatters of the neighborhood, who inquired if they had | miles on the river without seeing a human habitation. 
not heard strange noises on the river and in the woods, | Such was the voyage of the first steamer. ‘The na- 
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tural convulsion, which commenced at the time of her 
descent, has been but slightly alluded to, but will never 
be forgotten in the history of the west; and the changes 
wrought by it through the whole alluvial region 
through which the Ohio and Mississippi pour their wa- 
ters, were perhaps as remarkable as any on record.—- 
We hear less of its effects, because the region in which 
it occurred was of such vast extent and so thinly peo- 
pled. That part of the alluvial country which is con- 
tiguous to the point of junction of the two rivers, and 
especially the vicinity of New Madrid, seems to have 
been the centre of the convulsion. There, during the 
hag 1811 and 1812, the earth broke into inuumera- 

le fissures, the church yard, with its dead, was torn 
from the bank, and engulfed in the turbid stream.— 
To the present day it would appear that frequent 
slight shocks of earthquake are there felt; and it is as- 
serted that in the vast swamp at the back of the town, 
strange sounds may at times be heard, as of some migh- 
y cauldron bubbling in the bowels of the earth. Along 

e banks of the river, thousands of acres with their gi- 
gantic growth of forest and cane, were swallowed up, 
and lakes and ponds innumerable were formed. 


The earth, in many parts, was observed to burst sud- 
denly open, and jots of sand, mud and water, to shoot 
up into the air. The beds of these giant streams seem- 
ed totally overturned; islands disappeared; and, in ma- 
ny parts, the course of the river was completely 
changed. Great inundations were the consequence. — 
The clear waters of the St. Francis were obstructed; 
the ancient channel destroyed, and the river spread 
over a vast tractof swamp. In many places the gaping 
earth unfolded its secrets, and the bones of the gigan- 
lic mastodon and ichthvosaurus, hidden within its bo- 
som for ages, was brought to the surface, Boats and 
arks without number were swallowed uj; some buried 
by the falling in of the banks, others dragged down with 
the islands to which they were anchored. And, final- 
ly, you may still meet and converse with those who 
were on the mighty river of the west, when the whole 
stream ran towards its sources for an entire hour, and 
then resuming its ordinary course, hurred them help- 
less on its whirling surface with accelerated motion to- 
wards the Gulf. 


FARRANDSVILLE. 


Extract from one of the Editors of the Harrisburg 
Chronicle, dated 


Farnanpsvitte, July 25, 1835. 


*¢ I left Harrisburg in a packet boat after 5 on Thurs- 
day afternoon and reached Northumberland on Friday at 
noon, where I took stage and arrived at Lock Haven on 
the morning of Saturday. Mr. John Devlin, the obliging 
landlord at Lock Haven, furnished a skift and an ath- 
letic and skilful oarman, JOCK by name, by which 
means I was conveyed to this town in about two hours. 
Little time was lost in: discussing the creature 
comforts that were promptly set before me at the Inn, 
at the mouth of Lick Run, when I proceeded to made 
a reconnoissance of the place. 


This “age of improvement” is a sad leveller, it is 
not only the forest that bows before it, the lofty pine 
and the hemlock, the dark spruce and the gorgeous 
rhododendron, are stript from the summits of the mag- 
nificent mountains that they crowned, or deep gorges 
that they shaded, but the mountain nymphs that did 
here and there inhabit, make part and parcel of a com- 
munity of bustling and thrifty housewives. ‘* A lodge in 
some vast solitude, some endless contiguily of shade,’” 
is a matter not to be talked about in this “age of im- 
pee There is poetry at every step of country 

tween McAllister’s and Farrandsville, but how sadly 


has it been marred by improvement. Smoke curling 
up here and there from a cottage chimney is pores 
enough, but spacious farm houses and clouds of smoke 
issuing from them, at every point to which the eye 
turns, is too comfortable for sentiment. It is ‘‘ of the 
earth, earthy.”” And then the clang of the axe of the 
lumberman on mountain and in dell, the pick of the 
miner, and the combination of heterogeneous noises 
that issue from the factory, where lately the panther 
raised his cry or the wolf his howl,all conspire to bring 


us to the conclusion that the “age of improvement” isa 


levelling and unpoetical age. 


But to my reconnoissance of Farrandsville. It is suitu- 
ated on the West Branch of the Susquehanna, in the 
midst of the Allegheny mountains, but the country P - 
sents by no means so savage an aspect as I had been led, 
from the representations of others, to believe it did. — 
There are cultivated bottoms along the river constantly 
in sight, and the land of good quality. The Lycom- 
ing Coal company—the proprietors of Farrandsville, 
have a good farm of 200 acres, a short distance above 
the village, and progressing up the river, the bottoms 
are more extensive and settlements closer. 


In another particular I was disappointed, and agreea- 
bly also, 1 considered that the representations which 
had gone abroad with regard to the extent of the im- 
provements at Farrandsville were overcharged, bat in 
viewing the reality any thing that I could have conjec- 
tured from the relations of others was far surpassed. 


Lick run empties into the Susquehanna a short dis- 
tance below the coal mines, and the buildings that now 
constitute Farrandsville. It is a strong, steady stream. 
On it is erected a large nail establishment, capable of 
manufacturing from the pig metal jen tons of nails per 
day. Anair and a cupola furnace which in the last 
six months have turned out nearly 300 tons of castings. 
Mills for sawing different descriptions of lumber, shin- 
gles, lath, &c. An establishment for manufacturing 
rail road cars ona large scale. 


There are now three veins of coal opening, and the 
schules in: fifty coal cars finished and in the best pos- 
sible manner, and two miles of rail road, communicat- 
ing with the different mines and the basin, finished.— 
One track of the road leads to the nail works, which 
are calculated to consume 5,000 tons of coal per year. 
An extensive rolling mill is in progress, and a furnace 
for smelting iron ore with coke will be erected in a 
short time immediately below the nail works. 


Farrandsville proper is situated on the Susquehanna; 
on the mountain where the coal mines have been 
opened there «re a number of buildings, where the 
miners and their families reside, with a street running 
between them town fashion, and at the foot of this 
mountain, at Lick run, there are also large boarding 
houses and habitations for artizans and their famlies.— 
These three separate towns, however, all belong to the 
community of Farrandsville, which coatains a large 
Hotel, far advanced in the erection, two reputable ta- 
verns, three large boarding houses and upwards of 
ninety tenements, each calculated to render a family 
entirely comfortable. 


Here are inexhaustible mines of iron, with the bitu- 
minous coal for smelting it, and all the elements for 
building up a manufacturing establishment capable of 
supplying iron in all its forms to our widely extended 
and populous country. The Pennsylvania canal ex- 
tends to Lock Haven, within seven miles of Farrands- 
ville, and under a law of last winter contractors are at 
this moment engaged with a large force in construct- 
ing adam, and making embanking for slack water na- 
vigation. to extend from the head of the canal up 
the river above the town, whence it is the intention to 
continue the slack water navigation by a series of dams 
to the head waters of the West Branch. 
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STATISTICS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Among the documents presented to the Senate of the United States last session, was ‘‘ A statistical view of the population of the U, S. from 1790 to 1830 
inclusive,” prepared by the Department of State, according to resolution—embracing in tabular form, various interesting particulars respecting each 


State. From this document we extract the following tables respecting the State of Pennsylvania. ~ 


CONCERNING THE POPULATION OF PENNSYLVANIA AT THE SEVERAL DECIMAL PERIODS FROM 1790 TO 1830. 
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PENNSYLVANIA—(Continued.) 
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COMBINED FREE COLORED AND SLAVE POPULATION, 


SLAVES. 
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PHILADELPHIA AND NORRISTOWN RAIL ROAD CELEBRATION. 
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‘The same document centains also the votes of each | not pay ‘‘a greater amount of Taxes in proportion ta 
state at each presidential election, from which we ob-| the population than the subjects of France,” as had 
tain the following abstract of the votes of this state:— | beenasserted. We regret to say that no information is 











Years. President. V. President. there to be found from this state—as no answers had 
1789 For Washiagtor 10, J. Adams g | been received, or only such partial replies as to be of 
J. Hancock g | no use.—Ep. Ree, 

1793 Washington 13, J. Adams 14 = 
G. Cliaton 1 From the Pennsylvania Inquirer. 
Woy = John Adams = 1, Thos. Pickney = 2/ pHILADELPHIA AND NORRISTOWN RAIL 


Thos. Jefferson 14, Aaron Burr 13 ROAD CELEBRATION. 


180i* Thos. Jefferson 8, John Adams 7| ‘The opening of the Philadelphia and Norristown Rail 
Aaron Burr 8, ©. C. Pinckney 7 | road wus celebrated last Saturday, (Aug. 15.) Notwith- 


1805 Thos. Jefferson 20, Geo. Clinton 20 et the panes be ge - the morning, three 

’ | hundred citizens assembled at t epot at the hour ap- 
1809 James Madison 20, Geo. Clinton = -20| pointed. The clouds that had threaténed to diiatips ti 
1813 James Madison 25, Eldridge Gerry 23 | the ardor of the enthysiasm which ail felt, changed 
1817 James Monroe 25, D. D. Tompkins 25 | their purpese, and, kindly spreading themselves over 
1821 James Monroe 24, D.D. Tompkins 24 | the heavens, furnished a delightful shade, aud made the 


. day, thereby, doubly agreeable. 
1625+ Andw. Jackson 26, 0 OS Colewow:s: ‘IP "ig cars attracted great attention and exeited rni- 


1829 Aadw, Jackson 28, J.C. Calhoun 28 | versal admiration. For strength, beauty, and comfort, 
1833 Andw, Jackson 30, Wm, Wilkins 30) we have ne hesitation in saying they excel'any we have 
Of the seven Presidetits and Vice Presidents, no one | CVE" seen. One, especially, named the Victory, built 


, by Mr. Evelen of this city, is, as was agreed on alf 
has been elected from Pennsylvania, Of the Speakers | bani the most perfect ihiing of the van that ever 


of the House of Representatives, one has been from | graced these parts. ‘There was another, built in Troy, 
Pennsylvania, viz. Frederick A. Muhlenburg, 1789 aud | that vied with the Victory, and had not the Victory 
1790—and 1793 and 1794—during 5 sessions. been present, it would have borne away the palm.— 


; ‘The whole train is an honor to the road, and does credit 
in 1789 Pennsylvania had 22 Senators; 1790, Ist ses-| to the company; and we have no doubt thousands will 


sion 24; 2d session 26; and in 1795 and 1794, 30; and | early en pearinwan ee ne. — comforts and 
. . accommodations which they all afford. 

atthe same periods seapectively members of the House, We started from the Teast at the corner of Ninth, 
59, 64, 65, 105, 105. ; é and Green streets, at 12 o’clock- The party was di- 
A general table follows showiag the rank which each | vided into two divisions, a locomotive attached to each, 
state held at each ceasusas regards the following par- | aad running within four hundred ta of each other. 
Ale Flags flew from each, and a band of excellent music 
enlivened the way. In less time than we have been 
| writing about it, we were at Manayunk—distant seven 
5 , | miles, ‘he hill tops and slopes were sprinkled with 
Pennsylvania as regards white hundreds of both sexes, who had stationed themselves 


1790, 
1800. 
1810. 
1820 

1830. 


population, held rank 3d 1 2 2 = 2| to bein readiness to catch a glimpse of the flying cars. 
Free colored population 3° 3 Sf goog We could discern in the countenances of many as we 
aoc 10 13.15 18 18 flew, an expression of regret, that such a beautiful 
° | display should pass away so soon. Others seemed lost 

Free colored and slaves com- in wonder—some_ were enchanted as with a quickly. 
bined 10 10 12 12 | passing pageant, and lingered to catch a last glimpse 


Total population 


3 
Fosters} Representative number = 3 | It was a proud day to this busy, thriving, and prosper- 
Extent of square miles 0 0 0 12! oustown. Here we paused. Immediately the cars 
** ~~ longevity ~ 0 0 0 OO  8| were pressed upon, and every eye was delighted with 
In 1830, 11 c the grand appearance of the Victory, and with the un- 
° . » there were of persous aged 100 and upward, | surpassed beauty of the devices on the sides of the 
137, viz: 63 white, 74 colored; and 797 deafand dumb, | stranger from Troy, now, however, at its home on this 
viz: 758 white, and 39 colored; 503 biind, viz: 475 road. ; 
whites and 28 colored.§ ao ne The citizens of Manayunk being gratified, the bell 
, eAWah 3 announced the onward movement. All hands, af the 
Besides the preceding information, the document be- s gnal, falling back, the ways clear, on we went, over 
fore referred to, contains the information obtained from | to our eye, a road that for beauty and variety of scene- 
several states in reply to the circular of Mr. Livingston, | "Y> and anseiutsly coeseree Wee pp petnign 4 
on the subji ct of taxes and other public expenses—in- on Dy ay. Shee te Ameren. THs 9a Peer aoe 


; Schuylkill and canal for the entire way. Rolling hills, 
tended to show that the people of the United States do | with their wood-crowned summits—slopes, robed in 


green, the shores fringed with foliage—the valleys fer- 

* Decided by House of Representatives, on 36th ‘bal- tile in all that is rich, Islands, canal and ete — 
lot in favor of ‘hos, Jeffers giving beauty and animation to the river, and distan 
ite Ree hes views of hills yet higher, and valleys yet wider and 


9 

2 3 3. 2! of the floating pennants, and the last sounds of the mu- 
atte) ae | sic. Manayunk had poured out its entire population, 
0 





t One vote not given. richer, reminded us ne of the North river scenery, 
+ Decided by House of Representatives, 1st ballot, in| in some of its most beautiful diversities, and we cou ld 
favor of John Q: Adams. not help remarking we have here a North River in 


: : bit ot miniature. Geological formations, are extremely in- 
§ Por some curious facts respecting the Blin1 in the | teresting. —Quarries of limestone and marble are open- 
U, S. and this State, see Reg. Vol. Xf. p. 81.—Ep. Ree | ed, and here and there the cars fly past walls of per- 

























































Sener zt er 


a 
Pa 


eee 


TRI a 


weer 


Spe eee 
——— ; 


i 








v % Sere ae = ee rt 5: =" a = 


ROS ye 


MS 


124 PHILADELPHIA AND NORRISTOWN RAIL ROAD CELEBRATION: 





en 
EN = —_ $$ — 


pendicular rock, which appear to have been formed 
for the foundation and sides of some world abuve. It 
was the wish of al) present that our Locomotive would 
dispense with some of its spirit, and walk along this 
whole way. Whata rich opening, we could not help 
thinking, has the enterprize of this company opened 
to those who seek a retreat from the bustle and cares of 
the city, and to hold communion with nature. We say 
to all who can—go and see this lovely region. Cars 
and ways, are all teady—and the price of a trip to 
Manayunk and Norristown would not be excepted to, 
were it four times as_grest as it is. For 374 cents, we 
are told, this trip may be enjoyed. 








Our approach to Norristown, as well as the entire 
way leading to it, was one continued triumph. Cheers, 
and shouts of welcome, were poured fourth, making 
the. valleys ring, whilst the handkerchiefs of the fair 
waved in token of welcome. The cars were followed 
by the multitude that had collected on the outskirts of 
Norristown, and as the throng pressed on to the point 
of termination, they looked to our eye like a routed 
army. Arrived at our destination, the music that had 
soundged,algng the way, and echoed among the hills,and 
rolled itself up the valley, and along tie river, was 
here greeted. by a discharge of a few guns, which were 
fired in honor of the occasion, Here, as at Manayunk 
the beauty and comfort of the cars were contemplated 
by thousands of a}] ages, and both sexes. 


In a short time after our arrival, the company, consist- 
ing of upwards of three hundred, were seated under an 
awning that had been spread for the occasion, and were 
soon busy in dissecting the good things which had been 
provided under it. Afier the company had paid their 
compliments to this excellent fare, and partaken of a 
few flisses of excellent wine—the President of the 
Company, Mr. S. Nevins, was called for. Mr. Nevins, 
whose whole energies are in this work, and who had so 
Jaboriously exerted himself the day before to have all 
things ready, rose, and stated that he was much indis- 
Pose 
company. He said his friend on his left, Col. McKe 
ney, who was known tobe prompt and eloquent, woul 
respond to the call for him—when he concluded, by 

roposing ‘*the health of the company.” Col. McKen: 
icy rose and said, he did not know which he felt most 

eeply, the honour of the call, or the embarrassment 
which attended it. He would not, however, shrink 
from an attempt to discharge the duty assigned him by 
his valued friend, in an effort at least to respond to the 
call. He never had and he never would turn aside from 
the call of a friend, lead where it might. te begged 
the company not to anticipate a speech—he would pro- 
mise, however, to do the best he could,—he would do 
as much as Demosthenes or Cicero, so far us good will 
and intention was concerned, but would promise noth- 
ing as to the execution He had brought ncither square 
nor compass by which to measure his speech—what he 
should say, therefore, would be as it rose spontaneously 
in his own mind om the spur of the occasion. ‘He said 
it had been his good fortune, about nine months ago, to 
witness a similar celebration at the termination of the 
first division of that road at Manayunk. ‘hat occasion 
was marked by every thing social and friendly, and he 
was sure the circumstances would live in the memory 
of all present as those of the deepest interest. He 
could not, however, but recur to thé desponding re- 
marks which he had then heard touching the continu- 
ance of that road to Norristown. ‘** LVhat! continue the 
road tu orristown!” was the exclamatory remark.— 
** Never!’ Well, gentlemen, proceeded the Colonel, 
what’s the answer to these doubts and to this despon- 
dency? It'is, 2s has been said on a former occasion, 
** Here we arc?”’ And how have we got here? In cars 
of the most delightful construction—over a way perfect 
in its kind—through.a country picturesque, beautiful 
and abounding with rich and lovely scenes,—a river 





» and begged te be excused from addressing the 
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decked with islands and animated with the spirit of 
commerce keeping us company, side by side, all the. 
way,—amidst the cheers and acclamations of the multi- 
tude, and an ardent and grateful feeling on the part of 
these who had been brought in close alliance with Phi- 
ladelphia, fer the spirit and enterprise which had an}- 
mated the company by whose untiring efforts this great 
work had been accomplished. 

The President and Directors of this Company have 
been promising, for nine months past, to introduce our 
old mother Philadelphia to Norristown, as had been 
previously done inthe case of Manayunk,—so taking 
the old lady by the hand this morning, she was escorted 
out, and arriving at Manayunk, an arm was thrown 
around the waist of that enterprising village, and 1, 
also, was made to bear her company, «nd here they are 
gentlemen, Philadelphia and Manayunk beth engaged 
in the ceremony of shaking hands with Norristown! 


The celerity hy which this operation has been per-. 
formed—this union established—is accompanied by a 
single regret—it arises from the speed with which all 
this has been accomplished. It may, become a question, 
soon, whether some genius might, not be required tq 
hitch on to the rear a retarding power to these move- 
ments. A friend in his eye, had asked the question this 

| morning, ** when shall we be returned to Philadelphia?’’ 





‘that gentleman little thought, when he put the ques; 


tion, what he could accomplish if he chose. He might 
breathe one of his most tender and affectionate sighs 
into an eper casket, and: start it in the direction of his 
dulcinea in Philadelphia, and she would, receive it in al} 


| its freshness before it evaporated, 


Gentlemen, onward seems to be the word touching 
these Kail Road movements. About four years ago, his 
valued friend, Mr. Nevins, and some other gentlemen 


| whom he could name, were the pioneers of ‘the first 


work of this sort, which furnishes, at this time, such 

facilities to the travelling community. He referred tq, 

the New Castle and Frenchtown Rail Road. Within 

that brief period, what immense works of a similar cha- 

| racter have been undertaken and consummated! And 
who can set bounds to these enterprizes! The face and 

| the bosom of our mother earth are destined to be cut 
into ways for the accommodatioyg of the travelling world. 
Gentlemen, he continued, I will repeat an anecdote, 
which I had the pleasure of hearing from a friend at 
the recent Rail Road celebration at Worcester, Mass. 
A gentleman and his lady made a move to the West,— 
After a short sojourn, they made another move, to the 
west, also,—and after that, again, a third,—still west, 
ward! It was, during the third move, that the narrator 
happenec to fallin with this family. He referred to the 
east, and the home they had left, and inquired if it. 
would be agreeable to revisit them, The lady, with all 
the attachment of woman’s heart to the husbend of her 
love, resolved, however, to continue in his company, 
lead where he might. But, shaking her head, at the. 
prospect of another move, she said, amidst all this I, 
have one consolation, and that is derived from the cir- 
cumstance, that this carth is round, and by keeping on, 
we shail get to Boston at last! 


Gentlemen, said the Colonel, we are far in advance. 


of our fathers, but nct.in every thing. In some things, 
he would be content never to excel them,—he never 
would wish to excel the fathers, of the Revolution in 
patriotism and heroi-m,—nor would he ever wish to 
improve in the gallantry and firmness of our noble cap- 
tains of the late war, by land, and.on the water; for the 
land, the lakes, and the sea were literally i!lumined with 
the glory of their achievments! He would be content 
not to improve upon these, but to hold them as patterns 
tor future generations. But touching the operations 
which we have come to celebrate, we have left our. 
fathers. far in the rear, 


But we cannot follow the speaker any further (even 
this is only a brief summary, ) or we shall not have space. 
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enough for a word in relation to the concluding-cere- 


monies. Let it suffice that the matter and the manner | 9 


throughout were admirably suited to the occasion—ex- 
cited universal attention and unmingled applause. Col. 
M’Kenney concluded by giving the following sentiment. 

‘* The President, Directors, and all others concerned 
and interested in the Philadelphia and Norristown Rail 
Road Company—May they reap the reward due to such 
consummate skill and Jaudable enterprise.” 

Calls were made an‘ responded to by Messrs. J. R. 
handler, Sargent, W. G. Clark, S. Chew, and Wm. 
PD. Lewis, and General Jolley; also, by the President of 
the Councils of Norristown, and Mr. Miles. We wish 
we had space for the remarks of all these gentlemen. 
Mr. Chandler was extremely happy, and made a most 
admirable use of the few minutes, he occupied. Gen. 
Jolley was entirely himself—Mr. Lewis acquitted him- 
self nobly, as indeed did all the speakers, to the satis- 
faction of adelighted company. Every body regretted 
the indisposition of Mr. Nevins. He would, doubtless, 
have afforded universal satisfaction. The company owe 
a vast amount to the untiring industry and economy of 
this gentlemen. We know they approve of his admi- 
rable management and untiring zeal in their cause. In 
conclusion, we have only to say, success to the Phila- 
delphia and Norristown Rail Road. 


From the Commercial List. 
COLUMBIA RAIL ROAD. 


Amount of articles received at, and despatched from 
Philadelphia by the Columbia Rail Road, from the Ist 
of January to the 30th July, 1835. 


Arrived, Departed. 
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zi May, $9,968 12; June, $8,968 41—Total, $59,892 





Number of Cars cleared—January, 749; February, 
842; March, 1142; April, 1315; May, 1580; June, 1437; 
Total, 6865. 


From the Kittaning Gazette- 
PRESENT STATE OF ARMSTRONG COUNTY. 


Although this county has been amongst the foremost. 
in the march of improvement for a number of years, yet 
at no previous time has its improvement been so rapid, 
or its prospects so bright as at present, There has been 
within the past year an unprecedented rise in real es- 
tate—farms which a few months ago were purchased 
for ten or twelve dollars per acre, cannot now be had, 
for double that sum. In others the advance has been in 
a still greater ratio. ‘Fhis rise is attributable in part to 
the enhanced price of grain, and in part to the spirit 
which now prevails on the subject of wool growing, and, 
also to the rapidity with which Jands are being bought 
up. We have it from good authority, that there will 
hereafter be a regular cash market for wheat in this 
place, and would therefore recommend to our farmers 
to put in as large crops of that grain as possible. 

Many thorongh-going farmers have lately come into 
this county, men who know how to adapt their culture 
to the peculiarities of the soil—whe plough deep—and, 
never permit their fields to lie long naked to the sun; 
| but keep them always well clothed either with grain, 
| or clover or timothy. There can be no finer soil for 

the last named grass than the oak flats of this county; 
and while it, as well as clover, is really a benefit to the 
| soil, it produces an abundant crop of the first quality of 
| hay. Fhus while a farmer may have no meadow, 


Bacon, Ibs. 1299372 8577 
Bricks, number 
Butter and Cheese, Ibs. 11095 
Cotton, Ibs. 6185 
Coal, tons — 
Copper and Tin, Ibs. 
Drugs and Dye stuffs, Ibs. —— 243581 | 
Flour, bbls. , 45707 | 
Feathers, Ibs, 22054 
Fish, bbls, 
Furniture, Ibs. 126926, 
Furs and Peltries, lbs, 122105 
Grain, bushels, — 33006 
Groceries, Ibs. 
Hides, Ibs. 
Iron—Blooms, Bar & Sheet, Ibs. 112485 
“* Pigs and Castings, Ibs. 505951 
Lard and Tallow, Ibs. 191980 
Leather, Ibs. 219343 
Lead—Bar and Pig, lbs. — 
Lime, bushels, 10079 
Lumber—sawed, M feet, 986518 
Merchandise, Ibs. 197087 
Marble, Ibs, . 1700183 
Pork—salted, bbls. 113 —_——. 
Oil, gallons, 2602 13728 | 
Potatoes, bushels, 76 
Provisions, not named, Ibs. 100314 
Plaster, tons, 
Rags, Ibs. 86865 
Sundries, }hs. 499694 
Shingles, number, 586450 
Staves and Hoop-poles, Ibs. 586450 
Salt, bushels, 
Seeds, do 787 
Tobacco, Ibs, 1690621 
Whiskey, gallons, 162403 
Window Glass, boxes, 1785 
Wool, tbs. ~ 16639 


























15997 | strictly so called, he may, by alternating his other crops. 
44898 | with timothy or clover, (which ever suits his soil best 
104906 | though some mix them anes have abundance of 

719 | hay to support a large number of sheep. This system 
71761 | is now successfully pursued by many of our farmers. 
The number of sheep is rapidly increasing, and the. 
quality improving by the introduction of -meri« 
$833 | noes. Scarcely a week passes but we hear of flocks 
1320 | coming in, and those already in are doing extremely. 
401103 | well. With very little trouble and expense, the in 
~ 9203 | crease of almost every flock of common sheep in. the. 
county may be at least half blood. Every day is verir 
3062626 | fying the truth of what we said a year ago, that the. 
176331 | most profitable business to which farmers can turn their: 
— | attention is the raising of sheep for the wool. The pro- 
175587 | duct of the sheep.of Washington county the present 
| season amounted to three hundred and fifty thousand 
35533 ; dollars; and there is nothing to prevent Armstrong coun, 
9076 | ty from producing as much. Washington county is also. 














| now realizing immense. profits from the sale of sheep: 
17580 | their stock is full, and they have now a surplus, for 
5370226 | which they are getting from three to ten dollars a head. 
94144 | Those who go early into the business here will have the 
‘same advantage. The business has begua auspiciously ; 





considerable wool has been. sent off the present season. 
Fhe common wool brought, from 28 to 33 cents, full 
4020 | blood merino 55 to 70, mixed blood according to its 
1164 | quality. This shows the importance of introducing the 
207318 | finer breeds. We have just been informed by one of 
675485 | our best wool growers, that his merino fleeces averaged, 
—— | $150 in Pittsburgh; and that his wool and lambs togeth- 
13744 | er, of the present season, amount to more than what he 
9285 | asked for his whole flock last fall. 
Farmers to whom it is not convenient to purchase, 
80514 | may obtaip sheep in Washington county on the follow- 
4581 | ing terms:—On the recommendation of some person 
11434 | known to both parties, some of the proprietors in that, 
15355 | county will furnish any reasonable number, one half 








Amount of Tolls received—January, $2,990 004; | ewes, the other half wethers, none to exceed three years, 


February, $3,295 34; March, $5,402 78; April, $9,668 | old, with one or more bucks warranted prime; the whole. 
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to be kept four years. Each year the wool to be equally 
divided between the proprictor and keeper, and on the 
expiration of the term, the flock, with all its increase, 
to be equally divided between them. We know several 
farmers who have availed themselves of this method of 
obtaining merino flocks, This month and the next is 
the proper time to enter into this arrangement. 

The population of this county is at this time from 
twenty to twenty-two thousand, and is increasing pro- 
bably more rapidly than ever. Its capabilities are be- 
coming developed, agriculture is flourishing, the crops 
of ali kinds are good, and every thing but money is 
abundant. 


From the Pittsburgh Advocate. 
LAKE ERIE. 
To the Citizens of Pittsburgh: 


Fellow Citizens,—Amongst the engrossing subjects 
of the present day, both public and private, to which 
your attention is engaged, 1 do not think a sufficient 
portion kas been directed to the subject of the comple- 
tion of the canal navigation from this place to the har- 
bor of Lake Eries—1 say, to the harber of Lake Erie; 
for, in truth, there is but one harbor on that lake; from 
Sandusky to Buffslo, The wise men of other days put 
a proper estimate on the value of having a front on this 
lake, and a harbor on the seaboard, (as it may be pro- 
perly termed,) within our own state, and, about the 
year 1787, made a purchase from the United States, of 
the triangular tract on I.uke Erie, at the price of eighty- 
seven and a helf cents per acre, or nearly that sum; (I 
write from memory,) and afterwards, on the 3d of April, 
1792, offered it for sale and settlement, at 20 cents per 
acre;—proving that it was not the mere value of the 
soil that was estimated, but the importance of the navi. 
gation of the lake, and our participation in it, by build- 
ing up a city on its banks, within our own state. These 
consxlerations would have been vastly increased in 
magnitude, had the magnificent plan of uniting that 
water with the Ghio, and both with the Delaware, by 
means of canal navigation and rail roads, then been con- 
templated. 


‘That the interest and honor of the state is deeply in- 
volved in completing this work, will scarcely be denied 
by any one. ‘That the faith of the commonwealth is, 
and has been repeatedly pledged to effect it, is abun- 
dently evident, and is well Known to all public men 
of the last ten years, and to all who have taken any in- 
terest in, or paid any attention to public measures, 
during that period. ‘The citizens of this place are pe- 
culiarly indebted to their norh-western brethren, for 
obtaining that very canal which now adds so much to 
their wealth and commercial prosperity, and | appeal 
to all those persons who were in the legislature, from 
Allegheny county, during the early part of the period 
referred to, if the representitives from that section of 
the country, one and all, did not go along with them, 
** arm to arm and shoulder to shoulder,”’ in those mea- 
sures necessary to effect it, and which would not have 
been procured without their aid. 


But, independently of all these considerations, how is 
our interest affected in this measure? The distance from 
Erie, or * Presque Isle’ (as furmerly called, although it 
would now be a misnomer, us what was formerly a Pe- 
ningala is now an island, and forming a harbor into and 
from which vessels can enter or depart in all stages of 
weather, ) to Pittsburgh, by a canal navigatiun, either 
by Shenango or by the Allegheny and French creek, is 
some 30 miles less than from Cleaveland. ‘The distance 
it is true, is greater from the upper parts of lake Erie, 
and the upper lukes to the harbor of Erie, than to 
Cleveland, by something more than 100 miles; but it is 
also true, that it costs no more to ship from Detroit, or 
any other place west of Cleveland, to the harbor of 
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Erie, than to Cleveland, (and this has been the univer 
sal custom since the first vessel sailed on the Jakes;) 

added to this, the safety at all times, and convenience 

of entry to and departure from this harbor, and security 

from storms while there, will forever give it a prefer- 

ence to Cleveland or any other port, natural or artificial, 

on the lake. The «ffect of storms on vessels lying in 

the harbor of Buffalo, is well known; more than one of 
them have been recorded in your newspapers. The 

difference of one hundred miles of steamboat navigation 

on the lake, is a small matter; and if it did operate in 

favor of Cleveland, as respects the descending naviga- 
tion from the west, it will operate in favor of the route 

by the harbor of Erie, in sending your manufactures to 
the lower part of Jake Erie, and through the Welland 
caval, along the whole shores of Lake Omario. The 
diffi rence of thirty miles of canal navigation is not so 
small a matter—here there are locks to pass and tolls to 
pay, and the progress is slower than when aided by 
wind or steam, on the lake. Besides, I have little doubt 
when the navigation of the Allegheny shall be improved 
for steamboats, (and improved it will be at no distant 
day, and at a small expense, ) the cost of transportation 
by this means will not be one half of that by canal boats, 
Next to floating rafts or arks, on a descending naviga- 
tion, steamboats are perhaps the greatest labor saving 
machines ever invented by man. 

That the canals now making between the Oh‘o canal 
and Pittsburgh, will be of great benefit to this place, as 
well by bringing the produce of the interior of that 
state to and through Pittsburgh, and also by extending 
the market for manufactures, as by facilitating her in- 
tercourse and trade with the lakes—there can be no 
doubt but there is as little doubt that her intercourse 
with lake Erie and lake Ontario, and her sale of manu- 
factures, on those lakes, would be greatly increased by 
the completion of canal navigation to Erie harbor. I 
am well assured from the most respectable authority, 
that in such an event, not a steamboat would be built 
on either lake Erie or Ontario, but the engines for 
which would be made in Pittsburgh. It is not impro- 
bable, that the same may be said of the St. Lawrence, 
also. 

The increase that would take place in the consump 
tion of articles manufactured in Pittsburgh, has been 
estimated, by the most intell gent men at the annual 
sum of more than half a million of dollars, without tak- 
ing into calculation the various engines that would be 
required for steamboats and steam mills in upper or 
lower Canada 1 am this moment informed that the 
engine and steam apparatus for a steamboat of the larg- 
est class now costs, for transportation to the lakes, about 
3,000 dollars, which would, if this improvement were 
made, be reduced to as many hundreds, 

By a circular dated Erie, 23d July, 1835, from a 
committee appointed at a county meeting, held in that 
place, addressed to sundry citizens in Pittsburgh and in 
the western counties of the state, it is proposed to hold 
a convention of the western counties of Pennsylvania, 
to meet at Erie on the 10th of September next, ‘ to de- 
liberate and decide upon measures, most likely to se- 
cure, at the next session of the Legislature, a liberal 
appropriation to this important but too long delayed 
improvement.” 

Fellow citizens, what will be our response to this in- 
vitation? Will we told our arms in indifference, and, 
under a mistaken notion of its importance, say, “ you 
have helped us all we wanted, now look out for your- 
selves;’—will we aid in the policy of leasing the works 
already commenced, to perish by the not using, or if 
they remain, to pass as evidence of our folly, or what is 

still worse, ‘ of bargain and sale,’ to future generations? 
our honor, our interest, and our duty, all combine to 
produce a different result. 

To the citizens in general and manufacturers of Pitts- 
| burgh in particular, these views are respectfully sub- 
mittee, A, W. FOSTER. 
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(CIRCULAR. } 


Entt, July 23, 1835. 


Dear Sir, —At a meeting of the citizens of the county 
of Erie, convened for the purpose of considering their 
situation in relation to the system of Internal Improve- 
tents, and the completion of the Pennsylvania canal to 
Lake Erie, the undersigned were appointed a commit- 
tee to invite a convention of the western counties of 
Pennsylvania, to meet at this place on the 10th of Sep- 
tember next, to deliberate and decide upon measures 
most likely to secure at the next session of the Legisla- 
ture, a liberal appropriation to this important, but too 
long delayed improvement. In discharge of the duty 
assigned us, we respectfully solict you to use your influ- 
ence in procuring a meeting of the citizens of your 
county for the appointment of delegates to the proposed 
convention. 

We trust that an object so umportant—so intimately 
connected with the prosperity of the west, and so ne- 
cessary to complete and give efficiency to the whole 
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1500 souls. We had then about four places of reli- 
gious worship, attended by not more than 300 or 400 
persons. The only brick church then in the bounds of 
the city, was a small one belonging to the Germans on 
the ground now occupied by the large new German 
church, at the corner of Sixth and Smithfield streets. 
The First Presbyterian Congregation (now Dr. Herron’s) 
had a small ancient log meeting house, on the ground 
now occupied by their large church, Wood street. Such 
is the havocand devastation made by time on the human 
family, that perhaps not ten persons now attend worship 
in this church that belonged to it in the youth of the 
writer. The Methodist Congregation then held their 
religious meetings in a small room in a part of Old Fort 
Pitt, at the point--formerly the old British and French 
Fort. The €piscopalian Congregation worshipped in 
the present court-house, soon after its erection. These 
were all, or the principal places of religious worship ; 
and I regret to say, that in those days it was not very 
fashionable to attend church, or for the mass of our 
population to press to the House of God on the Sab- 


system of internal improvement in Pennsylvania, by | hath. Sabbath Schools we then had none. 


opening through her own territory, to her own unrival- | 


We then had one newspaper—‘ The Pittsburgh Ga- 

















led harbor, an avenue to the great and rapidly increas- | zette,’ a weekly paper, edited by the late John Scull, 
ing trade of the extensive western lakes, will continue Esq-, and about the first paper printed west of the 
to claim a large share of the attention of the patriotic | pountains. Soon after this, the * Tree of Liberty,’ a 
citizens of your county, and receive their active sup-| qemocratic weekly paper, was established. ‘The late 


part. ‘ | excellent and useful citizen, Mr. Zaddock Cramer, had 
We conceive that the long and unnecessary delay of | 


: : , the only book store in Pittsburgh, and perhaps the larg- 
the Legislature to redeem the plighted faith of the state, est oe best, west of the Alleghany Mountains.—He 


and do justice to the north west, requires that some | too, it was, that established the first book printing of- 
measures should be promptly taken indicative of the | fice and published many useful and excellent works, 
feelings of the people on this subject; and such as will | The «Franklin Head Book Store,’ with its noble and 
insure a different result next winter. To accomplish | Philanthropic proprietor, will long be remembered by 
this object, the concentration and expression of public | many of our older citizens, and by the youth of the 
opinion, by means of a convention, is thought the best | western country, who, in early times, procured their 
mode that can be adopted; and the time proposed seems | pest and most valuable books from this very useful esta- 
peculiarly appropriate, and we confidently hope that | pIishment. These, if my memory serves me, were then 
the entire west will then meet us in convention. It is | the only intellectual or moral means we possesed. We 
suggested that each county should send seven delegates | had then no other churches or schools within Pittsburgh 
if found convenient. — ‘and the present neighboring towns and environs, in 

By attending to this matter you will confer a favour which it is now estimated we have a population of 


on the citizens of this county, which will be duly ac- _ 40,000 souls, and my observations and reflections since 
knowledged, and to reciprocate which will at all times | the publication of that estimate, confirms me in believ- 


afford us pleasure. Let us hear from you on this sub- | ing the number underrated. 
ject as soon as convenient. ay 


: | In these early days in Pittsburgh, I cannot recollect 
Your’s respectfully, | a single store or family, that did not keep spirituous li- 
JOHN H. WALKER, | quor to sell or give to their guests. In my youth, it-was 

P. S. V. HAMOT, very common for all our merchants to keep a bottle 
WILLIAM JOHNS, | constantly upon the counter for their customers;—and 
GEORGE A.ELLIOT, | generally it cost each merchant from two toa dozen bar- 
ELIJAH BABBITT, | rels of liquor per year, to supply the gratuitous demand 


ROBERT COCHRAN, | of their customers, Such is the force of habit—and 


RUFUS S. REED. | such the tax and expense of a bad one. 
Se | Ynow, with some pride and pleasure, proceed to pre- 
From the Saturday Evening Visiter. | sent, by an ne ee ee oo 
. our present condition acili- 
MORAL VIEW annem AND ITS | ties cad advantages. We have now 51 churches or pla- 
: 3 ' ; | ces of worship, viz:—12 Presbyterians; 7 Methodist 
Seeing a short. time since, ‘A View of Pittsburgh | Episcopal; 2 Refurmed Methodist; 5 Baptist; 4 German; 
and its Business,’ in our city papers, and being gratified | 3 Episcopalian; 2 Catholic; 2 Reformed Presbyterian, 
with our great progress in ‘temporal things,’ I was led (Covenanter;) 3 Associate Reformed; 3 African, and 11 
to reflect upon our moral condition, and having lived in| other religious denominations or societies who have 

this city since 1801, I have taxed my memory with the single churches or places of worship. 






























state of moral culture and means of intellectual im- 
provement then, contrasted with our present situation 
and advantages;—and in order to contribute my mite to 
the general fund, and gratify the public mind, I will now 
give a brief moral view of the past and present. In my 
early recollections of Pittsburgh, we had an Academy 
on Scotch Hill, just above the Western University. It 
had a writing master and a Greek and Latin teacher, 
and about 40 or 50 scholars. We had also two or three 
common day schools for boys and girls, with perhaps 
250 youth we them—making, in 1801-2, about 
four schools, and about 300 pupils, at most, attending 
them. We had then, perhaps, a population of 1200 to 


We have now 55 Sabbath and Infant Sabbath schools; 
one Theological Seminary of the Presbyterian church; 
one Theological Seminary of the Associate Reformed 
Synod of the West; one Western University; about 
twelve Select schools for young ladies and gentlemen. 
Just before the late School Law went into operation and 
deranged the old school system, we had about 75 day 

| schools, in which our youth of all ages and both sexes 
were taught. On conversing a few days since with one 
of our most celebrated and talented teachers, he inform- 
ed me that he was one ofa committee of inquiry about 
two years ago—and then we had inthe city and just 
around it, about 60 day schovls- Our new schvol di- 
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rectors are doing much to have good school houses change. We have now on the site of the old pond or 
built, experienced teachers employed,and good schools | round and near its margin, ten churches, dedicated to 
established under the late excellent school law. Our | the service of the Living God—and now if any one 
immediate neighbor Alleghanytown, perhaps goes ahead wishes to see as it were, the mass of our population 
of us or any of our adjacent towns, in a perfect organi- | pressing to the house of God, let him upon the moraing 
zation and attention to general education. Aon intelli- | of the Sabbath, between ten and half past ten o’clock, 
— gentleman, who acts as Secretary for their schools | visit the corner of Fifth, Sixth or Seventh and Smith. 
urnished me the following report:— | field streets, and he will behold living, moving masses 
‘* We have 8 congregations of professing Christians; | of our inhabitants passing on to our numerous churches, 
6 churches buiit, and two about building; 14 Sabbath | and attended by our lovely youth, just emerging from 
schools; 7 public schools, one of which is a high school; | their Sabbath schools, who are with their parents and 
2 select schools for young ladies; ose select school for | friends silently passing to the church—and with them 
smull children; one tract society, composed of Presby- | he may visit any of our numerous churches, to worship 
terian, Methodist, Associate Reformed, Covenanters, | the Most High, and in devout prayer and thankfulness 
&cc.—monthly distribution sustained; a Bible society, | unite with our grateful population to praise Him for 
supplies domestic wants, and remitted this year $200 to | such great and pleasing changes. 
the American Bible Society, for Foreign Distribution.’ A LAYMAN AND PITTSBURGHER. 
We have now in Pittsburgh four Bible Societies, viz: —— 
‘ The Pittsburgh,’ ‘ Young Men’s Western,’ ‘ Ladies,’ ANNUAL 
and * Young Ladies;’ three Tract Societies; one Young | eee Bc te 
Men’s Society, who recently published the ‘ Friend.’ Commencement of the University of Pennsylvania. 
We have 8 book stores, in which areto be founda large | _ The commencement of our University was held on 
and general assortment of good books in all departments | Thursday, 30th July, as announced. The follow- 
of literature, science and arts—and in the Engligh, La- | ing was the Order of Exercises in the Music Fund Hall. 
tin, Greek, Hebrew, German, French and Welsh lan-| Prayer by Bishop White, Chairman of the Board of 
guages. We have three private circulating libraries; | Trustees, 
thirteen political, mercantile, family and religious pa-| . Music. 
pers, viz: 2 daily and weekly, the Pittsburgh Ga-|.Greek Salutary Oration, By Alexander M’Kinley. 
zette, and Pennsylvania Advocate; 7 weekly papers; | Music. 
devoted to political, mercantile,manufacturing and gen- The Latin Oration, By James I Bidermann. 
ral information of ‘* the passing tidings of the times,” | Mexico, By C. Campbell Cooper. 
viz: Mercury, Statesman, Democrat, Times, eer | [ ; 3 —_ 
turer, Saturday Evening Visiter, and German paper— | The Bible:—the source o 11 
the latter published in Sichatedinnte 4 caleba. pa-| political wisdom, day gone, EN inteck, fe. 
pers, viz: the Christian Herald, Conference Journal, ; Genius, ’ By Charles Kirkham, 
Missionary Chronicle, and the Presbyterian Preacher— | Music. 
the 2 latter monthly publications, in pamphlet form. | The degree of Bachelor of Arts was then conferred 
Our German population is now about 3000 souls, — on the following named members of the Senior Class of 
They have four churches, and several duy and Sabbath the Collegiate Department. 
schools, Our Welsh population is about 400, who | James {[. Bidermann, William H. Odenheimer, 
are employed principally about our Iron manufactories, | Alexander M’Kinley, John M’Clintock, Jr. 
Coal pits, &c.; and have one church in Kensington. Charles Kirkham. 
Our African or colored population is about 1200 or | Joseph Alexander, Edward Ingersoll, 
1502, They have three churches, two Sabbath and George Ashbridge, David J. Patterson, 
two day schools, viz: Two churches and one day and | Robert Y. Black, Richard R. Smith, 
Sabbath school in this city, and one church and day , Charles Breck, Charles T. Stewart, 
and Sabbath school in Arthursville or Hayti. They ; C. Campbell C»oper, George L. Taylor, 
have one Literary Society, take a number of newspa- | Robert Earp, Jr., Joseph Tiers, 
pers, and pay considerable attention to train up their | Joseph N Emlen, William C. Twells, 
children in a proper manner—and it is but an act of Robert Fleming, 
justice to a majority of this people to state, that they| The degreeof Master of Arts was conferred on thé 
are making good progress in knowledge and sound | following graduates of three years standing. 
morals, and that they are doing much to educate their Joséph Beale, jr. A. B. Alex. M. M’llvaine, A. B. 
children well. Wm. P. Bedlock, A- B. Samuel M’Kinney, A, B. 
in the mean time I will close these prolonged re- | Thos. A Biddle, A.B. | Gratz Moses, A. B. 
fharks with two most pleasing facts. In the first) Wm. N, Bispham, A. B. Alfred A, Miller, A. B. 
place, although our mercantile operations have now | St. Gev. T. Campbell,A.B. Chas. W. Scheffar, A. B. 





mecreased much: more than a hundred. fold over the Geo. C. Carson, A. B. John B. Shober, A. B. 
early times in Pittsburg, yet such has been the pleas- George Emlen, jr. A. B. Alfred Stillé, A. B. 
ing reform with us, that I do not now kaow a respecta- | John C. Eyre, A. B. Andrew B. Stones, A. B. 


ble merchant who keeps a bottle on his counter, or is | Daniel C. Harvey, A- B. John R. White, A. B. 

in the habit of treating his customers; and amongst a | Oliver Hopkinson, A. B. Edwin W. Wiltbank, A. B. 
large circle of our respectable citizens, very few now | Henry Longstreth, A. B. John R. Wilmer, A. B. 
keep ardent spirits in their houses to treat their guests | William M’llvaine, A. B. Andrew G. Wylie, A. B. 
someone ce ~~ peapatts revolution has become: The degrée of M: D. was then conferred on 

very general, and will soon be, | hope, uniwersal. | as ' 

In 1801—2, a large pond, called Hog’s pond, con- | wae eth Bi. eatin swieer, AM 
taining a considerable quantity of water, ran from above | po.cy Walker, Ala Richard Stubbs, Ww. 
the head of Sixth street, along the margin of Grant’s J “od White N j ' janson W Holmes, Miss: 
Hill, down Wood street to the Monongahela river. This poo we. Sloan N Cc Thomas Grown Pa : 
pond was deep and dangerous in the night, and several | =i S. Wickersham. Pa. Jolin B Davies, Va. 


persons were drowned in it. In the winter it was usu- | . 
ally covered with ice, and many of cur youth made it | Jonn N. Hetzel, Pa. woe + TPE, Be 
Music. 


their usual promenade, to play and skate, often till | ‘ 
midnight—and I-am sorry to say, the Sabbath usually | | Valedictory Oration, by William H. Odenheimer. 
found it covered with our youthful population, pro- | usic. 

faning the sweet day of rest. Now how pleasing the | Address to the Graduates, by the Provost: 
Benediction. —Finale. 
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